Discussion about the future of the CHIPS Fellowship

CHIPS Fellowship Weekend 18-19 Nov 2006

The following summarises the thoughts of the group under different headings.

Format/Frequency/Location

· Good to meet for more than one day to give time to talk informally and so for relationships to develop
· Good to have relaxed discussion at whatever level people feel comfortable
· Try and keep a good mix between studying theory and practice
· Maybe have a particular theme for each weekend to tie things together
· 4 sessions on Sat plus worship and a bit of discussion on Sunday morning finishing at lunchtime worked well

· Good to have sessions led by different group members – will continually expose the group to new resources

· To meet 3 or 4 times a year in Birmingham or London

Possible Topics

· Regional case studies

· Storytelling

· Origins of violence

· Atonement and violence in the wider context of salvation

· Peace traditions in Christianity

· Peace traditions in other religions

· Things to help support CHIPS – help finding funds, supporting staff, helping develop training materials, acting as guinea pigs for new materials
· Using film and other media for springboard for discussions

· Creative and practical non-violence in practice

· Justice and its relationship with peace

· Campaigning and other practical action for peace

Suggested Activities

· Fieldtrips

· Study weekends

· Being CHIPS ambassadors in churches/workplaces etc – spreading the word, writing articles, doing or organising talks or other events, finding funds etc.

Resources/Website

· Collect/combine lists of peace literature the group possesses or has access to

· Collect stories about peacemaking

· Collect liturgies

· Web links

· Make and edit/publish of web recordings on different subjects as podcasts

New Projects

· Help support research into new projects

· Personnel either from within the fellowship or through networks people in the group are part of

