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“Practical, grassroots, biblical, sustainable peacemaking”

Welcome to the latest CHIPS newsletter. Our apologies for the long gap since our last
one. As you probably know, in the year since our last News Update there have been
many changes. Mark Cuthbert moved on after serving CHIPS well for three years as
Director. Mrs Susanne Garnett took over as Director, but had to step down a few months
later after her mother suffered a heart attack. We thank her for what she was able to
achieve for CHIPS in her brief time with us, and send her every good wish for her future.
The Trustees asked Roy Calvocoressi, CHIPS Founder Director, to come back out of his
well earned retirement to take up the reins again and keep CHIPS going. Roy is
continuing to run CHIPS at the moment. Other exciting news is that we took further steps
towards expanding CHIPS overseas projects, as Paul Rose went out to Ghana in
November 2009. His brief for his first few months there is to learn some languages,
discover the local culture and agricultural cycle, meet people and just generally make

himself and CHIPS known, before any actual CHIPS project work can begin.

Thank you so much for your continued support.

Roy Calvocoressi

Sheila Jordan, CHIPS Administrator

| asked much.

You gave more.

Thank you, thank you ! First for getting
us out of a financial hole. Secondly, we thank you
for increasing our confidence and our faith, which
enables us to pay for somebody to take over the
promotional side of the work at this time of
expansion. The Lord has been good to us. Please
beseech Him to send us the right person for this
role.

Something else has happened also.
You have scaled up the level of giving to CHIPS, in
that two thirds of the money given has been in four
figure sums. Thank you again for this most
welcome and realistic response. Please keep it
going, as we move forward towards a second
CHIPS project. The Trustees had decided to
increase the work of CHIPS to three regions of the
world — East Africa, West Africa and one region
outside Africa. A year ago all this was in the
melting pot but the Trustees were still convinced.
Now, all of you who have donated have confirmed
us in our conviction, so Paul Rose went to Ghana
on 19 November for an initial nine months. There
we hope to start this second project early in 2011.

We therefore need to restore and increase the
support work in UK to provide for three overseas
projects. Our third project, which will be outside
Africa, will follow later.

CHIPS welcomes the widow's mite — as
well as the large donations. Thank you so very
much for the two or three of these we have
received. May | stress one further category where
we would like to see an increase. It is those who
can give £10 to £100 a month, or its equivalent per
guarter. Itis a great help to us, to know that money
will be coming in regularly.

We are grateful also for those who are
asking their churches or other bodies to assist, and
are especially grateful for our support groups in
Guildford and in Suffolk, and for Penhurst Retreat
Centre who have reproduced the Litany of Love
(see page 4). Paul Rose will be in UK from mid
August until early October. Please let us know if
you would like to invite him to meet a few of your
friends.

Roy Calvocoressi



Paul Rose at Bix Bottom Farm
in November 2009

| am currently based in Lungni in the Northern Region of
Ghana. This is a large village, some 5,000 to 7,000
people, of the Konkomba and Basri tribes, and is
situated 10km south of Wulensi, a larger town. | have
been learning the Konkomba language, Likpakpaan, and
building relationships in Lungni and the surrounding
villages and towns. | plan to stay in Lungni for about six
months, or until my language skills are sufficient to
enable me to start learning the Nanumba language,
when | will move to Wulensi.

| am in the process of visiting all the traditional, religious
and political leaders in the area and am meeting as
many people as possible from all sectors of society. |
have attended all the churches in Lungni at least twice,
and will continue to rotate around them.

Chieftancy occurs in almost every tribe in Ghana, though
its name and function vary greatly. In the Northern
Region, there are four tribes with centralised
government systems, each led by a paramount chief,
who is the main judicial, cultural and traditional
government figure. These four groups are the Gonja,
Dagomba, Nanumba and Mamprusi, who are collectively
referred to as paramount tribes . Many other tribes
have a non-centralised structure, based on
clans/families, local elders and Tendanas (often
translated as land-priest or land-owner). These are
referred to as acephelous tribes , and include the
Konkomba and Basri. Chieftancy disputes are common
throughout Ghana.

Agriculture is the main occupation of most people.
Teachers, tailors, government workers etc all farm, and
farming dictates the schedule for most people, with other
work fitting around the farming seasons. Yam is farmed
by everyone and controls the farming cycle. However,
after a year of growing yam, a field is ploughed flat and
other crops are grown, commonly maize and
groundnuts. The keeping of livestock and poultry is
common in both Dagomba and Konkomba homes. |
have started a very small farm myself, and | am learning
to farm exactly as they do. This helps me to be much
more in line with the daily lives of everyone in town,
opens up a lot of opportunities for conversations, and
shows that | am here for the long-term.

Paul Rose went to Ghana in November 2009. .
Here we include a very brief version of his first two
quarterly reports, to give you some idea of the
situation in Ghana, Paul’s activities and CHIPS
hopes for future work there.

—

Location of Ghana, West Africa

Religion and faith are central to the lives of everyone
in Northern Ghana, and few would question the power of
God or spiritual forces. The three most common beliefs
are Islam, Christianity and traditional religion. Ancestor
worship and the use of fetish is commonplace among
many of the tribes.

It is clear that there is no violent conflict occurring, or
even threatening to occur, in the short term. There has
been little active violence among the groups for many
years, although occasionally people have died in
clashes. The usually fraught time of the Fire Festival
passed without incident in December 2009. | am often
told “nobody wants war again” by people on both sides.
However, in my opinion, many of the systemic conflict
triggers have not been dealt with. Tensions are kept low
because of the avoidance tactics being employed and
the strong feeling on both sides that they do not want to
experience conflict again. Almost all the towns and
villages near Lungni consist almost entirely of people
from one group only, with virtually no residents from the
other group, though some people travel in by day for
markets or to teach in schools, etc.

Therefore, there is a role for CHIPS to play in finding
ways to bring people together and to create a space for
the peace of Christ to come into the situation. The need
for relationship and co-operation in creative harmony is
great, and would allow progress to be made by the
people to address their own problems.

There is a lot of natural potential, particularly regarding
agriculture. There is a good understanding of it, and
consistently good climate and rainfall. However, one
most damaging issue is the lack of interest in farming
and the desperate desire of many people to move to
cities in search of waged jobs. Even many good and
successful farmers are planning to use their yields to
move away from agriculture.

| believe CHIPS could have a valuable role to play in
changing attitudes and in providing services to help
make practical use of available resources. Small-scale,
low-cost interventions could bring people from both
sides of the conflict together, to work to serve both
communities.

Paul Rose



Thank you so much to all those who were praying for my visit: it was a wonderful month, sharing so much —in
the generous hospitality of many people to whom I'm very grateful, including the Team — super to spend nearly
two weeks with them at Okulonyo. Sharing the Bible for a week’s Seminar, with not just Team Members but
all the support staff too, was very special: it was the first time for a few of them.

The subject for the Seminars was “the Motivation of Love”.

The origin of Love, from the Father, before creation, was a point
that really interested them. Grasping the fact that God is, in fact,
Love, not judgment, stretched our minds, contrasted sharply with

what they had been told as children and
amazed us all that we are made in the
image of God, Who is Love. It is easier
to see how this Love is shown by Jesus
coming to live with us, since they often
say that they know we love them
because we go and stay with them.
Working out exactly how we follow

Christ's example, allowing His love to pervade and motivate all we do, was a fruitful exercise. The Team
Members were very clear, in answer to the question, that a development worker without love could not be a
good development worker, and that CHIPS was at its best when the motivation of love was at the heart of all
that it did. Reflecting on Christ’s sacrifice helps the whole Team in their service of the settlers around them.

During my second week at Okulonyo | witnessed the distribution of seeds to some recently arrived settlers.
Thank you so much for your response to our appeal for seeds — which alone made this possible !

(below left) Settlers near Okulonyo receiving seeds from CHIPS, and (centre) going home happily to plant them !
(below right) With the support staff, collecting water at sunset, on the CHIPS tractor/trailer.

Meeting the Mothers’ Union at Olilim, including some of
the Peace Women’'s Group from Iriri just across the
border in Karamoja. Most of these women are in self-
help groups for agriculture and have just built their own
church, where the children are taught on weekdays.

The borehole at Apeitolim. Our boreholes have
so much use that they constantly need repair.
Peter Ejongu (pictured here at work) continues to
be our man on the job !



CHIPS now has copies of “A Litany of Love” for sale, printed in colour on sturdy card which folds into three, making it a
useful size for carrying in a handbag or breast pocket. The Litany can be used one part at a time, or even one line at a
time. It can be used in prayer when giving thanks, leading prayer in church or a small group, when there is tension at
home or at work, while travelling, etc, etc. Our main purpose and our prayer is that all Christians may increase their
capacity to love in everyday life. May we all grow in love of God and love of neighbour.

We are selling single copies of the Litany for £1.50, inclusive of postage and
packing to a UK address. Please contact CHIPS office at Bix Bottom Farm if you
would like to buy some. We are particularly interested in targetting church
bookstalls and other Christian groups, so we are offering bulk copies of the Litany
at the following prices, inclusive of p & p to UK addresses:

10 copies for  £13.50
50 copies for  £60.00
100 copies £95.00

The recommended selling price is between £1.25 and £1.50, which will allow a
small surplus to anyone who sells all the copies they buy from CHIPS.

Penhurst Retreat Centre in East Sussex, who have done an excellent job in
designing this new edition of the Litany of Love, are already selling copies well.

CHIPS would like to appoint a Head of Communications to prepare the way for expansion to three overseas
projects. Based in Henley-on-Thames, the person will help to spread the news of CHIPS more widely, and will
work with a network of groups and individuals to develop support, recruit personnel and identify fundraising
opportunities. Please contact CHIPS at Bix Bottom Farm if you would like further information about this.

We give thanks for the very generous response to our recent financial appeals, and pray for new regular
donors to enable CHIPS work to continue and expand.

We would value prayer in the following directions:
for all the resettlers in NE Uganda and for successful planting and growing of crops

for the CHIPS Team in Uganda: for the Project Manager in his leadership of the Team, and that they may
all be effective in the face of huge difficulties

for Paul Rose in Ghana, and his visit to UK from mid August to mid October

for God’s guidance as to what form our first steps towards a practical project in Ghana should take

for CHIPS Trustees as they continue to explore exciting visions for the future expansion of CHIPS

for continued success in fund-raising, public relations, recruitment of personnel, to enable CHIPS to grow
for CHIPS Trustees meeting together face to face — instead of by Skype - for three days in late September
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