ATONEMENT? Jesus Christ: Life, death and resurrection…

A

‘Atonement’: one of the few theological words of Anglo-Saxon origin. It has the sense of ‘at – one – ment’. In Christian speak the word is one of those used to describe the work of Christ in bringing people into a right relationship with God.

But what does it really mean? Is it even a helpful way of understanding the life, death and resurrection of Jesus?

In the OT the word ‘atonement’ is used to translate the Hebrew ‘kipper’ (כפר) which has the sense of ‘to cover’ and appears some 110 times… so I’m told! In the NT, the word is not properly used
 but is instead referred to and illustrated by numerous images and narratives and given new meaning.
Just what is this new meaning? Predictably, this question has lead to different understandings. It is interesting to note that there has never been one orthodox way in which to view the ‘atonement’, and the Bible does not provide a neatly packaged doctrine. 

Historically, different approaches have been be divided into 3 categories:

1.
The dramatic view/ classical theory (see Gustav Aulen’s book Christus Victor): focus on the ‘atonement’ as ransom. Sinners are seen as belonging to Satan because of their sin, but Christ has paid the redemption price in his death. Satan accepted Jesus in the place of sinners but was unable to hold him. At the resurrection Satan was left with neither ransom nor captives. The thrust of this approach is Christ’s victory over the forces of evil and death. 


(The death of Aslan in C.S. Lewis’s The lion, the witch, and the wardrobe seems to illustrate this approach.)

2.
The satisfaction view (Anselm of Canterbury 1033- 1109): sin is seen as bringing dishonour to the majesty of God, but on the cross Jesus satisfied this dishonour. 

(This line of Anselm’s thought was later to be developed by John Calvin during the Reformation who formed the basis of what is today known as ‘penal substitution’. There has been some ‘high profile’ criticism of this ‘theory’ from within evangelical circles in the last year or two. Critics tend to point out that this approach owes much of its substance to the work of the nineteenth-century American scholar Charles Hodge: a righteous God is angry with sinners and demands justice; God’s wrath can only be appeased through bringing about the violent death of his Son.)

3.
The compassion view (Peter Abelard): this takes a very subjective approach to the atonement stressing its effect upon people. It presents the death of Christ primarily as an expression and demonstration of God’s love which is to rivet human attention, compelling us to respond to God and through that process transforming us.

4.
To these three traditional approaches, we could add a fourth. The anthropologist and literary critic René Girard became a Christian after studying the Gospels in the light of other religions and mythologies. In the Gospel accounts of Christ’s death and resurrection he saw the first revelation of a non-violent God in history. The theologian James Alison has drawn deeply from Girard’s work and explored the whole pattern of Scripture in the light of it. In many ways this approach turns upside down the theory of penal substitution. Instead of Jesus being the perfect sacrifice to appease an angry God, violent humanity sacrifices Jesus to appease its own wrath. The death of Jesus demonstrates the violence and anger of humanity, not the violence and anger of God. The resurrection is the means by which we can begin to make sense of this…

But rather than getting hung up on these particular theories/ approaches at the moment, let us begin by considering the different images and the Biblical writers make use of as they explore and communicate the meaning of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. This list is by no means exhaustive and many of them overlap with each other, but here are some suggestions:

· healing

· victory
· exemplary language: Jesus as the model way etc
· forgiveness
· reconciliation

· redemption

· sacrifice

· justification

The last four are discussed in detail below, but what other images come to mind?

B. 

Some points to consider when thinking about these images:

1. What is the nature of the image being used?

2. What is the context of the image (who is writing, for what audience etc)?

3. On what part of Jesus’ birth-life-death-resurrection does it focus?

4. How well does the image explain God’s intervention in our history through Christ?

5. How do you feel or respond to it?

6. What are the practical implications of giving this image a central or controlling role in our theology?
C.

Some points to ponder:

· Did Jesus have to die?

· What does Christianity have to say to a world in which violence and religion are seen to go hand in hand? Why?

· Is it possible to be a peacemaker if you believe in a God who is violent (even only in certain situations and with certain people?)

· Or how important is one’s view on the ‘atonement’ when it comes to peacemaking?

· Consider the following: “the crux of the Gospel is this: if you don’t love you’re dead; if you do they will kill you”.

Further Reading:
Peter Abelard: Expositio in Epistolam AD Romanos (Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans)
James Alison: Living in the End Times; or The Joy of Being Wrong: Original Sin through Easter Eyes (this one is far more ‘academic’).

Anselm of Canterbury: Cur Deus Homo? (Why did God become man?)
Gustaf Aulén: Christus Victor: An Historical Study of the Three Main Types of the Idea of Atonement.
Giles Fraser: Christianity and Violence: Girard, Nietzsche, Anselm and Tutu
Rene Girard: I See Satan Fall Like Lightening
Rene Girard: Violence and the Sacred
Rene Girard: Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World
A very good place to start is the short book of essays by various writers called: Consuming Passion: Why the Killing of Jesus Really Matters edited by Simon Barrow and Jonathan Bartley.

For an orthodox evangelical perspective, see the essays published from the Evangelical Alliance’s Symposium on the Atonement held in July 2005 and found at: www.eauk.org/theology/headline_issues/atonement/ 
Reconciliation & Peace

Background
Theme of bringing together and restoring what was once at enmity: the reconciliation of individuals to God and of individuals to one another. At its broadest the idea of reconciliation corresponds to the disintegration of relationships described in Genesis 3 – a healing of the enmity that has developed between creator and creation.

Associated vocabulary
Reconcile:
(απο)καταλλασσω - (apo)katallasso
Reconciliation:
καταλλαγη - katalaggee
Peace:
ειρηνη - īreenee
Live or be at peace:
ειρηνευω - īreenūo
Make peace
ειρηνοποιεω - īreenopōyeō
Peacemaker:
ειρηνοποιος - īreenopōyos
Reconciliation to God
Isaiah 65:2
“I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people…” (see also Romans 10:21)

Similarly, the prophets frequently use the image of a broken relationship (rebellious children, a faithless lover, etc) and God’s healing of the relationship. This gives added significance to -

Luke 15
Parable of the compassionate father (and the prodigal son).

Romans 5:1
“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…”

Romans 5:10
“For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled (καταλλασσω) to God through the death of his son, much more surely, having been reconciled (καταλλασσω), will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation (καταλλαγη).”

2 Corinthians 5:18-19
“All this is from God, who reconciled (καταλλασσω) us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation (καταλλαγη); that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation (καταλλαγη) to us.”

Reconciliation between mankind
Isaiah 2:1-4:
“In days to come…they shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

Ephesians 2:15-17
“He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near…”

Reconciliation of nature / the world
Isaiah 11:6-7
“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together and a little child shall lead them…They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”

Romans 11:1
“For if their rejection is the reconciliation (καταλλαγη) of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead!”

Colossians 1:19-20
“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile (καταλλασσω) to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace (ειρηνοποιεω) through the blood of his cross.”
Jesus and peace (ειρηνη)
Matthew 5:23-24
“So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; fist be reconciled (καταλλασσω) to your brother or sister and then come and offer your gift.”

Luke 1:79
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

Luke 2:14
“…and on earth peace among those whom he favours!”

Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers (ειρηνοποιος), for they will be called children of God.”

Luke 12:51
“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division!”

Luke 19:40-41
“As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even you, had only recognised on this day the things that make for peace!’”

Luke 24:36
“While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’”

John 14:27
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.”

John 20:19, 21, 26
“‘Peace be with you!’”

The Gospel as peace
Act 10:36
“You know the message he [God] sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord of all.”

Paul frequently begins (and ends) his letters with the phrase, “Grace to you and peace from God”.

Redemption & Liberation
Background
Cluster of images grouped roughly around the idea of ‘buying back’: God leading out Israel from slavery; the practice of redeeming a member of kin or a piece of land from bondage; the idea of the jubilee release; the command to redeem every firstborn son; the releasing or ransoming of prisoners and the freeing of slaves.
Vocabulary
Deliver/redeem:
λυτροω - lutroō
Deliverance/redemption:
λυτρωσις - lutrōsis
Deliverer/redeemer:
λυτρωτης - lutrōtees
Means of redeeming:
λυτρον - lutrōn
Release, set free:
απολυω - apoluō
Setting free:
απολυτρωσις - apolutrōsis
Loose, untie, set free:
λυω - luō
Freedom:
ελευθερια - eleutheria
Set free:
ελευθεροω - eleutheroō
Free
ελευθερος - eleutheros
Lead out
εξαγω - exagō
Set free:
εξαγοραζω - exagoradzō
Forgive, remit, cancel:
αφιημι - afieemi
Forgiveness:
αφεσις - afesis
Jubilee:
αφεσεως - afesiōs (Old Testament only)

Redemption of Israel
Exodus 6:6
“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘…Say therefore to the Israelites, “I am the Lord, and I will free (εξαγω) you from the burdens of the Egyptians and deliver (ρυομαι) you from slavery to them.”’”

Exodus 15:30
“‘In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; you guided them by your strength to your holy abode.’”

Exodus 20:2
“‘I am the Lord, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me.’”

Deuteronomy 24:17
“‘You shall not deprive a resident alien or an orphan of justice; you shall not take a widow’s garment in pledge. Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.’” 

Joshua 24:16-17
“Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight.’”

Judges 6:8
“When the Israelites cried to the Lord on account of the Midianites, the Lord sent a prophet to the Israelites; and he said to them, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I led you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of slavery; and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all who oppressed you…’”

Psalm 44:26
“Rise up, come to our help,


Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love.”

Isaiah 41:14
“Do not fear, you worm Jacob, you insect Israel! I will help you, says the Lord; your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.”

Similarly Isaiah 43:14; Jeremiah 15:25; Lamentations 3:58; Hosea 13:14; Micah 4:10; Zechariah 10:8

Luke 24:21
“But we had hoped that he [Jesus] was the one to redeem (λυτροομαι) Israel.”

dRedemption of firstborn
Exodus 13:11-16
“‘When the Lord has brought you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your ancestors, and has given it to you, you shall set apart to the Lord all that first opens the womb…But…every firstborn male among your children you shall redeem (λυτροομαι).’”

Similarly Exodus 34:20, Numbers 18:15

Israel / Jesus as God’s firstborn
Jeremiah 31:9
“…I have become a father to Israel and Ephraim is my firstborn son.”

Colossians 1:15,18; Revelations 1:5


Redemption of those guilty of offences
Exodus 21:30
“If the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has been warned but has not restrained it, and it kills man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also put to death. If a ransom (λυτρον) is imposed on the owner, then the owner shall pay whatever is imposed for the redemption of the victim’s life.”

Redemption of kin and land
Leviticus 25: 47-49
“If resident aliens among you prosper, and if any of your kin fall into difficulty with one of them and sell themselves to an alien or to a branch of the alien’s family, after they have sold themselves they shall have the right of redemption (λυτρωσις); one of their brothers may redeem (λυτροομαι) them, or their uncle or their uncle’s son may redeem them, or any one of their family who is of their own flesh may redeem them; or if they prosper they may redeem themselves.”

Ruth 4:1-6
“‘Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. So I thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it: but if you will not, tell me, so that I may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come after you’…‘The day you acquire the field from the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite...’”

Redemption of captives
Luke 4:18 / Isaiah 61
“‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release (αφεσις) for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release (αφεσις) the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s good favour.’”
Redemption of slaves
Exodus 21:8
“If she [the slave] does not please her master, who designated her for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed (απολυτροομαι)…”
Jubilee
Leviticus 25:10
“And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family.”

Leviticus 25:25ff
“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land in mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants. Throughout the land that you hold, you shall provide for the redemption of the land…But if there is not sufficient means to recover it, what was sold shall remain with the purchaser until the year of jubilee; in the jubilee it shall be released, and the property shall be returned.”

Leviticus 25:54
“And if they have not been redeemed in any of these ways, they and their children with them shall go free in the jubilee year.”

Jeremiah 34:14
“‘Every seventh year each of you must set free any Hebrews who have been sold to you and have served you six years; you must set them free from your service.’”

Redemption/release from sickness and death (on the Sabbath)
Luke 13:12
“When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free (απολυω) from your ailment.’”
Luke 13:16
“‘You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free (λυω) from this bondage on the Sabbath day?’” 
Redemption from sins
John 8:31-38
“‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free (ελευθεροω), you will be free (ελευθερος) indeed.”

Romans 6:18
“…you, having been set free (ελευθεροω) from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.”

Galatians 3:13
“Christ redeemed (εξαγοραζω) us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree’”

Galatians 4:4-5
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem (εξαγοραζω) those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.”

Galatians 5:1ff
“For freedom (ελευθερια) Christ has set us free (ελευθεροω). Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”

Titus 2:14
“He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem (λυτροομαι) us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.”

Hebrews 9:15
“…because a death has occurred that redeems (απολυτρωσις) them from the transgressions under the first covenant.”

1 Peter 1:18:
“You know that you were redeemed (λυτροομαι) from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.”

Revelations 1:5
“To him who loves us and freed (λυω) us from our sins by his blood...”

Expiation & Sacrifice
Background
Group of images and terms associated with the temple and cult practices: atonement, sacrifice and (burnt) offerings; the paschal lamb; the scapegoat; cleansing, purification and (sprinkled) blood.

Associated vocabulary
Sacrifice:
θυσια - thusia
Alter:
θυσιαστηριν - thusiasteerion
Present, bring:
προσφερω - prosferō
Offering, sacrifice, gift:
προσφορα - prosfora
Serve, worship:
λειτουργεω - leitourgeō
Service, worship, offering:
λειτουργια - leitourgia
Blood:
αιμα - haima
Make (ritually) clean:
καθαριζω - katharidzō
Lamb:
αμνος - amnos
Sheep:
προβατον - probaton
Bring about forgiveness, wipe away, deal mercifully with, expiate, atone:
ιλασκομαι - hilaskomai
(usually translates the Hebrew כפר – kippēr, as in Yom Kippur, meaning to smear over, wipe away)

Place where, or means by which, sins are forgiven or expiation takes place:
ιλαστηριον - hilasteerion
Means by which sins are forgiven:

ιλασμος - hilasmos
Jesus as a sacrifice

Place/means of atonement (ιλαστηριον - hilasteerion / ιλασμος - hilasmos)

Leviticus 16


Romans 3:25
“…whom God put forward as a sacrifice (or place) of atonement (ιλαστηριον) by his blood, effective through faith.” (see Ex 30:10)

Hebrews 9:5
“…above it were the cherubim of glory, overshadowing the mercy seat (ιλαστηριον).” (see, for example, Ex 25:17)

1 John 2:2
“But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice (ιλασμος) for our sins, and not for our only but also for the sins of the whole world.”

1 John 4:10
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice (ιλασμος) for our sins.”
Sacrifice (θυσια - thusia) 

Ephesians 5:1-2
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering (προσφορα) and sacrifice (θυσια) to God.”

Hebrews 9:26
“…he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice (θυσια) of himself.”

Hebrews 10:3-10
“And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering (προσφορα) of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

Blood (αιμα - haima)

Hebrews 9:12
“…he entered once for all into the Holy place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood (αιμα), thus obtaining eternal redemption (λυτρωσις).”

Hebrews 9:21-22
“…under the law almost everything is purified with blood and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (αφεσις).”

Cleansed (καθαριζω – katharizo)

Hebrews 9:14
“…how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify (καθαριζω) our conscience from dead works to worship the living God!”

Hebrews 10:19-25
“Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean (ραντιζω) from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” (see Heb 9:19,21)

1 John 1:7-9
“…and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses (καθαριζω) us from all sin…If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse (καθαριζω) us from all unrighteousness.”
Jesus as the (Passover) lamb

John 1:29 and 36
“Here is the Lamb (αμνος) of God who takes away the sin of the world” 

Acts 8:32 / Isaiah 53:7
“Like a sheep (προβατον) he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb (αμνος) silent before its shearere so he does not open his mouth.”
Believers presenting themselves as sacrifices

Romans 12:1
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, present your bodies as a living sacrifice(θυσια), holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

Philippians 2:17
“…the sacrifice (θυσια) and the offering (λειτουργια) of your faith…”

Philippians 4:18
“…the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice (θυσια) acceptable and pleasing to God.”

Hebrews 13:15-16
“…let us continually offer a sacrifice (θυσια) of praise to God…”

1 Peter 2:5
“…offer spiritual sacrifices (θυσια) acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

Romans 8:36
“As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep (προβατον) to be slaughtered.”
Righteousness & Justification
Background
Quasi-judicial language drawn from the relationship between Israel and the Lord under the ``covenant and the law. May refer to: moral uprightness, innocence, acquittal in a court of law or the ‘putting right’ of a relationship gone wrong.
Associated vocabulary
Righteous, innocent, just, upright, ‘in a right relationship with God:
δικαιος - dikaios

Righteousness, what God requires, God’s ‘putting into a right relationship’:
δικαιοσυνη - dikaiosunee

To make righteous, justify, acquit, to declare or treat as righteous:
δικαιοω - dikaioō

Justification, ‘putting into a right relationship’, acquittal

δικαιωσις - dikaiōsis

Pure, clean, innocent:

καθαρος - katharos

Blameless


αμεμπτος - amemptos

Judge, condemn, consider

κρινω - krinō

Judgement, condemnation, justice

κρισις - krisis or κριμα - krima

Acquittal in a law suit
Exodus 23:7
“Keep far from a false charge and do not kill the innocent and those in the right, for I will not acquit (δικαιοω) the guilty.”

1 Kings 8:32
“If someone sins against a neighbour and is given an oath to swear and comes and swears it before your alter in this house, then hear in heaven and act and judge your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing their conduct on their own head and acquitting (δικαιοω) the righteous by rewarding them according to their righteousness.”

Uprightness before God
or the Law
Genesis 7:1
“…’Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you alone are righteous (δικαιος) before me in this generation.’”

Genesis 15:6
“And he believed the Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness (δικαιοσυνη)”

Genesis 18:22-33
δικαιος
Job 4:17
“Can mortals be righteous (καθαρος ) before God? Can human beings be pure (αμεμπτος) before their maker?”

Psalm 143:2
“Do not enter into judgment with your servant, for no one living is righteous (δικαιοω) before you.”

Ecclesiastes 12:14
“For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil.”

Romans 2:13
“For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but the doers of the law who will be justified.”

God’s lawsuit against Israel
Isaiah 43:26
“Accuse me, let us go to trial; set forth your case, so that you may be proved right (δικαιοω).”

Jeremiah 2:4-13
“…What wrong did your ancestors find in me?...Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord.”

Hosea 4
“…for the Lord has an indictment () against the inhabitants of the land.”

The day of judgement
Present judgment:

Isaiah 34:5
“When my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens, lo, it will descend upon Edom, upon the people I have doomed to judgment.” etc

Future judgment – ‘on that day’ or ‘the day of the Lord’:
Isaiah 13:
“Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty!”

Similarly Jeremiah 39:17; Ezekial 29:21; Joel 1:15; Zechariah 12:4

Numerous references by Jesus:

Matthew 10:15
“Truly, I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment (κρισις) than for that town.”

Similarly Matthew 11 and 12; Luke 10 and 11; John 5 and 8 

Romans 2:5
“But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.”

Jesus and righteousness

Matt 9:13 & Luke 5:32
“…I have come to call not the righteous (δικαιος) but sinners.”

Matthew 13:49
“So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous (δικαιος) and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Matthew 23:28
“So you also on the outside look righteous (δικαιος) to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

Luke 23:47
“When the centurion saw what had taken place he praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was innocent (δικαιος).’”

The righteousness (δικαιοσυνη) of God
Romans 1:17
“For in it [the Gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is written, ‘The one who is righteous will live by faith.’”
Romans 3:21-26
“But now, apat from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe…they are now justified (δικαιοω) by his grace as a gift…”

Romans 5:9
“Much more surely then, now that we have been justified (δικαιοω) by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath (of God).”

Romans 5:18-19
“Therefore, just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation (κριμα) for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification (δικαιωσις) and life for all.”

Romans 10:4
“For Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.”

2 Corinthians 5:21
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

Philippians 3:9
“…not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.”

Hebrews 11:7
“[Noah] became an heir to the righteousness that is in accordance with faith.”
� In fact the Greek equivalent – hilasteerion – occurs several times: see below page 10
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